
 
  

  

REPORT OF Head of Communities and Place 

To: Community and Resources Committee 

Subject: Leasehold disposal of part of the Sports Ground, Kingsley Rd, Bideford 

Date: 6 June 2022 Reference:  

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT: To consider a new leasehold interest of 15 years of part of the Sports 

Ground, Kingsley Road, Bideford to Jurassic Fibre Limited for a compound to house a telecoms 
container to supply the local area with full fibre 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Jurassic Fibre, an Ultra-Fast fibre ISP, approached the Council in February 2021 with a proposal to 
install a secure container on a small piece of land adjacent to the skate park as part of its roll out of 
a new digital broadband network the aim of which is to bring full fibre to the South West. This would 
necessitate the Council agreeing terms with Jurassic Fibre, planning consent, Fields in Trust 
consent and the consent of the Council 

 
 
 

2. REPORT 
 

 Jurassic Fibre, an operator with rights under the Electronic Communications Code, initially 
proposed a 15 year lease with an upfront payment of £12,000 and the option to renew for a further 
15 years to install and maintain a 8ftX8ft secure container surrounded by 1.8 metre palisade 
fencing. The £12,000 payment was increased after negotiations to £15,000 and a further payment 
of £15,000 index linked (CPI) on renewal. 
 
Operators under the Code have statutory rights and are responsible for site selection. Unless there 
is a very compelling reason not to agree with their site selection, it is very difficult to refuse their 
application. 
The site is complicated by the fact that it forms part of the area that is currently licensed to Bideford 
AFC. As Bideford AFC is a licensee they do not have exclusive possession over the land and 
therefore their consent is not needed.  
 
Jurassic Fibre obtained planning permission on 7th October 2021 for the installation under planning 
consent reference 1/0630/2021/FUL 
 
An application was submitted to Fields in Trust in February 2022 for their consent to the letting. FIT 
disposal policy dictates that either replacement land was provided by the Council or a donation by 
the Council/Jurassic Fibre was made. Jurassic Fibre agreed to make a donation to FIT of £5,000 
and the FIT Land & Planning Committee approved the application on 6th April 2022. 
 

 
 

 
3. IMPLICATIONS 

 
Legal Implications 
 



 
  

Conveyancing to agree lease 
 

Financial Implications 
 
Capital receipt of £15,000 now and a further receipt of £15,000 subject to indexation should 
the lease renew at the 15 year point 
  
Human Resources Implications 
Officer input into disposal 
  
 
Sustainability Implications 
n/a 
 
Equality/Diversity 
n/a 
 
Risk Management 
n/a 
 
 
Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
Supporting businesses and the local economy with improved digital connectivity 
 
 
Ward Member and Leader Member Views 
 
 
 

3. CONCLUSIONS 
 

The lease agreement for the leasehold disposal of the land at the Sports Ground represents 
an opportunity to achieve a capital receipt of £15,000 and also will help with the provision of 

high speed broadband to the local community. 
 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Members approve the proposal for the leasehold disposal of the small parcel of land at the 

Sports Ground, Kingsley Road as detailed in this report and give authority for the 
completion of the associated lease documentation. 

 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

 
Consultations: Senior Management Team 
Contact Officer: Nick Argles 
Background Papers: Lease agreement dated 20/01/2022, Planning consent reference 
1/0630/2021/FUL 

    
    
     

 


